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Beverly and I are finding that it sure has gotten busy since we have moved into
the riding season and the various chapters are having there poker runs, picnic and
various other functions. We wandered down to Newport News, for the Chapter C
meeting to see who would capture the Virginia District Traveling Plaque. Although
there was quite a crowd, none of the visiting chapters could capture the plaque.
It all worked out for the best, as Chapter C now had the plaque available for their
Spring Thaw Poker Run on the 17th of April. We were planning on traveling down
to Newport News on Friday the 16th however Beverly had to work, so we headed
south on Saturday morning, bright and early (UGH, I do hate bright and early). We
arrived at the park early and found that Ron Hardisty had beaten us there (he
came down the night before and stayed over at a local establishment). Shortly
thereafter Ray Hitt and Kathy O’Neal showed up as well as our daughter
(Christine) and son in law (Randy) with grand children (Zachary and Samantha).
Over all we had a great time. Chapter Z captured the Traveling Plaque, even
though they were not aware that it was at the Spring Thaw.
We spent the night at our daughter’s place in Chesapeake and the next morning
we all headed out to Chapter L’s After Tax Day Poker Run.  It was a beautiful day
for a poker run, sunny and warm. I asked Greg and Debbie Blystone, Chapter
Directors for Chapter L, who they bribed to have such a beautiful day. Needles to
say they were not telling. Beverly and I watched the grand children while Randy
and Christine went on the poker run. The play area they had at the park was
something to behold. There were all sorts of swings, slides, climbing bars, etc.
They even had a roller blade/skate board course. Needless to say we all had a
great time and now my son in law is talking about trading in his Midnight Star for a
Gold Wing.
The day after our Chapter Meeting, the 21st of April, Beverly and I made our way
up to Culpeper to visit with Chapter Z at their Chapter Meeting (April is one of the
few months that the Chapter Z meeting doesn’t fall on the same day as our staff
meeting). We came up short again, with the Traveling Plaque. Ken and Georgia
Siadak (Chapter Directors for Chapter W, Chester) had brought a group of
Chapter W members fully intending to beat out any other chapters planning on
obtaining the plaque. Oh well, that leaves something to do on another day.

See you all down the road,

Jim and Beverly Travis
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As those who have attended LAM events of late will know, there is one aspect of
proper use of a motorcycle which LAM does not teach. This is that basic task: parking
the beast!
Many of us firmly believe that, as with the face of a Heidleberg student, it is unmanly for
a motorcycle to lack a few scars. However, many riders seem to wish to keep their
fairings unscratched, their mirrors unbent and their footpegs straight. A grasp of the

basics of parking your motorcycle will aid you considerably in this aim.
No rule is absolute, but most of the following rules apply most of the time. For convenience, it
is assumed that small people ride smaller bikes and big people ridebigger bikes: so,
whatever your size, your bike will be pretty big in comparison to your body weight. (Fat guts
on mopeds are ignored). Park with your rear wheel to the curb. Most roads camber; that is,
they slope down to the gutter. Also, most motorcycles have only forward gears, so the engine
can only help you pull away if you are facing in towards the center of the road. Your tires
never sink into even the softest of ground, but metal stands can do so. Park on the
sidestand. If you have the slightest worry about the  surface (mud, soft tarmac, etc) you can
put a 'foot' (plastic or metal plate, usually attached to a line for easy retrieval, and stored in a
pocket on your bike when not in use), flat rock, wood or the ubiquitous flattened beer can (I
mean "soft drink can",officer) under the side stand in such a case. It's much harder to chock
up both legs of a centerstand. Also, on the sidestand you are "three point stable" like a
tripod, the center stand only gives you "two point stability". And it's far easier to "fine tune"
the position of a bike on the sidestand than it is to take it off the center stand and start again.
Similarly, always use the sidestand and a suitable 'foot' under the end of it when on camping
trips. Even if the ground is rock hard when you park, rain or dew may soften it enough for the
sidestand to dig in. And position the bike so that, if the stand sinks in despite your
precautions, your tent with you in it will not be beneath the wreckage!
Park at between 90 and 45 degrees to the flow of traffic (depending how wide the road is).
Parking parallel to the flow of traffic makes the 'bike far less visible to other road users,

without reducing the actual width all that much. If you can't park safely at 45 degrees, you probably
shouldn't park there at all.  Don't leave the bike parked with the engine running. If the road is so steep that
you need to leave it in gear to stop it rolling, it is probably not the right place to leave it. (Remember; it is
perfectly possible for an engine to "creep" past compression - so leaving it in gear does NOT make a good
parking brake) If you have to park on a hill; park at 45 degrees to the road, with the rear tire downhill of the
front and against the curb. And (unless you like the smell of ABS cement) use the sidestand.
Think before you park! Look at the ground (for the aforementioned mud or soft tarmac) and if you see a
nail, don't park on it! If you see a "No Parking" sign or marking, consider parking elsewhere. If you see
'Brixton confetti' (broken car window) consider parking elsewhere. If you see half a U-Lock and the innards
of a Yamaha ignition switch, do park elsewhere!
If you have a choice of parking spaces (e.g.: the length of a 'bike bay), you should park: where the road is
widest; furthest from any corner or junction; not under a tree; under a street lamp; next to a wider vehicle
but not behind a vehicle that may have difficulty reversing and where the 'bike is easily seen (preferably by
yourself or members of your household).
Try to leave a considerate space for other road users ('cause they'll only try to move the bike if you don't).
Never park in the middle of a gap that is "one and a half" cars long: it's rude and selfish. However, you
should park in the middle of a gap that is only one car long, to indicate to car drivers that they shouldn't try
to squeeze in.
If you possibly can, whenever you do have to move the bike under your own steam, sit astride it. If you are
walking alongside a bike and have to turn or brake it sharply, it can easily fall away from you. As the bulk of
the bike itself prevents you placing your feet to brace yourself, this quickly leads to the embarrassing
position of you lying on top of the bike while a passing mongrel throws a bucket of water over you.  When
you have to move a bike under muscle power, don't let the exertion make you forget your Roadcraft. In

Chapter Educator Gordon Combs
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large fleets, up to 80% of accidents happen while parking. People relax and forget to concentrate at the
end of a trip. Don't forget to check for other moving vehicles before pushing your bike across the road!

by Hoddy Hodson, London Advanced Motorcyclists

Finally riding season is here.  Ray is leaving for Myrtle
Beach for Bike Week on May 10.  The first week in June
he heads to New York for Americade.  The middle of June
we both (finally me too) head down to Knoxville, Tenn for
Honda Hoot and then off to Texas for Wing Ding.  When
we return in mid July, we don’t know where we will be heading.  Ray is talking about
going to Maine for a Lobster Festival, again without me.  Looks like he will be doing a lot
of biking without me.  Sometime this busy summer, we will try to get to the other chapter
events.  Don’t forget our own Tour De Burg on June12.  This will be the first time in a few
years that we will be able to be there and are looking forward to it.  Until then keep riding
those “endless roads”.
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2004 Chapter Couple Ray Hitt & Kathy O'Neal

Region  N News

District News

WING DING 2004 SCHEDULED FOR GRAPEVINE TEXAS - It has just been
announced that Wing Ding 2004, will be held at the "Gaylord Opryland Texas" in
Grapevine, TX, just outside of Dallas/Ft. Worth.

SPIRIT OF VIRGINIA AWARD 2004 - It's time to be thinking about nominations for
the 2004 Vernon L. Needham Spirit of Virginia Award. Please prepare a well-thought-
out letter nominating a worthy individual and submit to District Director Keith
Lindgren by August 15.

RALLY IN THE VALLEY 2004 THEME - The theme for Rally in the Valley 2004, has
been announced - "Catch the Spirit - Share the Fun." So get those creative juices
flowing and come up with a really neat Logo for our Rally T-Shirts. Let's get a really
colorful logo that will knock everyone's socks off, and submit to District Director
Keith Lindgren by Aug 1.



St. Francis of Assisi
Service Dog

Foundation Raffle

Located in Roanoke, Virginia, the St. Francis of Assisi Service Dog Foundation raises, trains, and places
service dogs. Its purpose is to encourage people with disabilities to become more self-sufficient through
partnerships with service dogs. It further promotes the use and acceptance of service dogs through public
and professional education. GWRRA Virginia District will support St. Francis of Assisi at Rally in the Valley
2004. We are blessed with very talented people in each of our chapters-people who make everything from
quilts to wooden shelves and stained glass.  We are asking each chapter to donated one item for a
minimum of 24 items. Some chapters are donating more than one item.  Pictures of donated items will be
displayed on the Virginia District web site.  Chapters will receive 20 raffle tickets, which they will sell for $10
each.  Proceeds form the sale of these tickets will be donated to St. Francis of Assisi Service Dog
Foundation.  We have already received three of the prizes for the raffle – one from Chapter K in Roanoke
and two donated by the Virginia District Staff. We would appreciate hearing from the other chapters about
their plans for donations so that we can get a list posted on the District web site prior to sending the raffle
tickets out to the chapters. Please contact Bobbie Jo Harrison or Lynette Stewart to let us know what your
chapter plans! If you need more information on St. Francis of Assisi, please visit their web site at:
http://www.saintfrancisdogs.org/.

RALLY IN THE VALLEY FUN!!

Last year, we held our first-ever Scavenger Hunt with the merchants of Salem.  They want us back!!Not
only is this event a whol lot of fun – it is also a great Public Relations tool for GWRRA Virginia.  The
merchants get to see motorcyclists who enjoy shopping and visiting their stores and we get ot see their
merchandise – some of which we probably need to purchase because we can’t live without!  Join us this
year on our hunt.  The winner of the Hunt will be awarded a $100 prize at RITV closing ceremonies.
Hunters can pick up their registration packets on Thursday afternoon, Oct. 7th.  The Scavenger Hunt will
end at 3 pm on Sat Oct. 9th.
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Althea Davis 6 George & Brenda Karhan 4
Will Davis 14
Jim Travis 16
Bob Jones 18
Kathy O’Neal 18
Jesse Baldwin 24
Bev Travis 31

Here's a trivia quiz you may find puzzling!!
How many do you know???

1. How many words are in the Bible?
2. In the USA, about how many gallons of milk does the average cow give in one year?
3. Where is the windiest place on earth?
4. Who is likely to have a faster pulse -a man or a woman?
5. How many muscles do you use to take a single step forward?
6. What is the most frequently sung song in the English language?
7. What verse is the exact center of the Bible?
8. Are most calico cats female or male?
9. What is the largest island in the world?
10. Name the four US states that meet at a place called "the four corners"?
11. Who invented scissors?
12. How old was Mozart when he wrote his first concerto?
13. What is the slowest animal and what is its speed?
14. Which is heavier - milk or cream?

   Page 6
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Co-Riders Corner
This is for everyone:

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO THE MEANEST MOTHER IN THE WORLD

I have the meanest mother in the world!  While other kids ate candy for breakfast, I had to
have cereal, eggs, or toast.  When other kids had cake and candy for lunch, I had to eat a
sandwich, and as you can guess, my supper was different from the other kids too!  But, at
least I was not alone in my suffering.  My two brothers had the same mean mother as I
did.
My mother insisted upon knowing where us kids were at all times. You’d thin we were
convicts in a prison.  She had to know who our friends were, and what we were doing.
She insisted if we said we would be gone an hour, that we be home in one hour or less
and not one hour and one minute.  I am really ashamed to admit it, but she actually
punished us, each time we did as we pleased.  Can you imaging someone actually
punishing a child, just because we disobeyed.  Now you can see how mean she really
was.
The worst is yet to come.  We had to be in bed by nine each night and up early the next
morning.  We couldn’t sleep till noon like our friends. So while they slept my mother
actually had the nerve to break the child labor law.  She had us work, we had to wash
dishes, make beds, learn to cook and all sorts of cruel things.  I believe she lay awake
nights, thinking up mean things to do to us.  She always insisted upon us telling the truth
and nothing but the truth.
By the time we were teenagers, she was much worse and our lives became even more
unbearable. No one tooting the horn of a car in front of the house for us.  She would
embarrass us to no end by making our dates and friends come to the door to get us.  I
forgot to mention, while my friends were dating at the mature ages of 12 and 13, old-
fashioned mother refused to let us date until the age of 15 and 18.  Fifteen, that is if you
only dated to school functions and that only came twice a year!
My mother was a complete failure as a mother.  None of us has ever been arrested!
Each of my brothers served their time in the service of his country, and whom do we have
to blame for the terrible way we turned out???   You are right, our mean mother!  Look at
all the things we missed.  We have never been in jail, never used dope, never been
violent, or a million and one other things that our friends did.  She forced us to grow into
God fearing, educated, honest adults.
Using this background, I will stand a little taller and be filled with pride, because you see,
I thank God He gave me the MEANEST MOTHER IN THE WORLD!!
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March Potluck
If you missed the potluck this month, then you - really missed it!  Thirty something did
enjoy the delicious food and wonderful fellowship! We would like to thank everyone for
coming, enjoying and sharing.  For us, it was a wonderful way to enjoy our anniversary
with friends and there were also a few birthdays this month, therefore, there was no
lacking in the desserts.  Potlucks are a terrific excuse to get together, eat and just - plain
ole visit! Everyone is so busy, whereas the dinner gives a chance to just stop and say:
"how are you!", spend a little time together, while not reeling rushed, totally relaxing.
We look forward to the next potluck! Hope to see you there!

Thanks,
Mike & Carol
(My deepest apologies to Mike and Carol for forgetting to put their article in last  month’s
newsletter.  Guess I just had a “senior moment”!!   Kathy)

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 15:  Chapter P (Charlottsville) Poker Run
May 15:  Chapter O (Williamsburg) Relay For Life – Newport News
May 16:  Chapter D & Cycle Connection (Richmond) Relay For Life Poker Run
May 16: Chapter E Parking Lot Practice run by Greg Kestner and Gordon Combs. This is a Sunday at 2:00
p.m. Hope everyone can make it. It will be on the Rt. 17 Commuter Lot. More info to follow.
May 19:  Monthly Chapter E Meeting
May 22: Saturday. Maintenance Day at the Kestner’s house, 10:00 for the bikes, please bring all of your
stuff for your bike (oil, filters, etc.) Lunch will be served (hot dogs, chips, dessert, beverages, side items)
but will not be started until 1:00 p.m. Hope everyone can make it and mark this event on your calendar.
Come on by and hang out, if possible, bring your chair and if not, I should have a few.
MAY 26:  STAFF MEETING (NOTE CHANGE OF NIGHT)
May 30: Memorial Day Ride to Wall Rolling Thunder**
June 4:  Chapter D (Richmond) Relay for Life – Powhatan
June 5:  Chapter F (Winchester) Covered Bridge Experience Poker Run
June 6:  2004 Richmond Ride for Kids
JUNE 12:  CHAPTER E TOUR DE BURG

**Anyone interested in riding to the VietNam Wall for Rolling Thunder.  We will meet at the Moose Lodge
on Rt. 3 at 8 am for breakfast.  Leave the Moose at 9 am and head east on Rt 3 to 95.  Anyone not wanting
to eat at the Moose can be waiting in the parking lot of the old Morrison’s  by 9 am.  We will pull in there
and pick up anyone waiting.  Ray will then lead the group up 95 to D.C.  Anyone wanting to drop out at the
Pentagon to ride in with the group is welcome to do so.  Once we get into D.C. we will park the bikes close
to the wall.  If able, we can park in a group, however, if you see an open spot, take it as parking is very
limited!!  Further information if necessary to follow at the May 19th meeting.  These plans are if it is not
raining.  If rain is present, then you are on your own to get there.



Rally in the Valley Rooms

As you all know RITV is Oct. 7,8, and 9 th.  I have signed a contract with Comfort Inn
Suites for thirty rooms for those days.  This hotel is located about two miles from the Civic
Center.  These rooms are mostly the suites.  They have two double beds, wet bar,
microwave and small frig.  You also have a separate sitting room with a couch (some
make a bed), television, coffee pot and etc.  This is a fairly new and very pretty hotel.  All
rooms are entered from the inside and there are elevators to all the floors. They have a
hot breakfast on Fridays and the rest of the time it is the continental type meal.  You
have a large dining area off the lobby and a nice deck off the lobby with chairs.  All rooms
are $69.  The contract is in my name and all the rooms need to stay that way so nothing
will be messed up with the reservations.  If you would like a room please fill the form out
below and see that Jennifer or I get it.  Any cancellations need to be made to me by Sept.
18 or there will be a one-night room charge that will be your responsibility.  I need to have
all forms back to me by Aug 1 so that I can get things set up and at that time I will open it
up to any other chapter that might need a room.  Any questions please give me a call at
540-69-7273 or e-mail me at mwcdeb@aol.com.   Thanks and hope to se everyone at
RITV.

Name:____________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

Arrival Date:________________________________________

Number of people in room:_____________________________________
(I need to know if you need the couch to make a bed)

Smoking or Non-Smoking

Thanks,

Debbie Carter



ANSWERS
1. 774,000 words.
2. 1600 gallons
3. Antartica(200mph at Commonwealth Bay)
4. a woman at 75 beats per min. vs. a man with 72 beats per min.
5. 200 muscles
6. Happy Birthday
7. Psalm 118:8
8. female
9. Greenland
10. Utah, Colorado,Arizona,New Mexico
11. Scissors have been found in the remains of civilizations dating from 1400 BC, and
more recently in Egypt in 300BC; though many credit Leonardo da Vinci with the
invention of scissors.
12. 6 yrs. old.
13. snail at .03 mph.
14. milk, cream rises to the top



The young mother set her foot on the path of life. "Is this the long way?" she asked. And the guide said
"Yes, and the way is hard. And you will be old before you reach the end of it. But the end will be better
than the beginning. But the young mother was happy, and she would not believe that anything could be
better than these years.
So she played with her children, she fed them and bathed them, and taught them how to tie their shoes and
ride a bike and reminded them to feed the dog, and do their homework and brush their teeth.
The sun shone on them, and the young Mother cried, "Nothing will ever be lovelier than this."
Then the nights came, and the storms, and the path was sometimes dark, and the children shook with fear
and cold, and the mother drew them close and covered them with her arms, and the children said,
"Mother, we are not afraid, for you are near, and no harm can come."
And the morning came, and there was a hill ahead, and the children climbed and grew weary, and the
mother was weary. But at all times she said to the children, "A little patience and we are there."
So the children climbed, and as they climbed they learned to weather the storms. And with this, she gave
them strength to face the world.
Year after year, she showed them compassion, understanding, hope, but most of all .... unconditional love.
And when they reached the top they said, "Mother, we would not have done it without you."
The days went on, and the weeks and the months and the years, and the mother grew old and she became
little and bent. But her children were tall and strong, and walked with courage.
And the mother, when she lay down at night, looked up at the stars and said, "This is a better day than the
last, for my children have learned so much and are now passing these traits on to their children."
And when the way became rough for her, they lifted her, and gave her their strength, just as she had given
them hers. One day they came to a hill, and beyond the hill, they could see a shining road and golden
gates flung wide.
And mother said: "I have reached the end of my journey. And now I know the end is better than the
beginning, for my children can walk with dignity and pride, with their heads held high, and so can their
children after them."
And the children said, " You will always walk with us, Mother, even when you have gone through the
gates." And they stood and watched her as she went on alone, and the gates closed after her.
And they said: "We cannot see her, but she is with us still. A Mother like ours is more than a memory.
She is a living presence."
Your Mother is always with you. She's the whisper of the leaves as you walk down the street, she's the
smell of certain foods you remember, flowers you pick and perfume that she wore, she's the cool hand on
your brow when you're not feeling well, she's your breath in the air on a cold winter's day.
She is the sound of the rain that lulls you to sleep, the colors of a rainbow, she is Christmas morning.
Your Mother lives inside your laughter. And she's crystallized in every tear drop. A mother shows every
emotion.........happiness, sadness, fear, jealousy, love, hate, anger, helplessness, excitement, joy,
sorrow..... and all the while, hoping and praying you will only know the good feelings in life.
She's the place you came from, your first home, and she's the map you follow with every step you take.
She's your first love, your first friend, even your first enemy, but nothing on earth can separate you. Not
time, not space...............not even death!
        PASS THIS ON TO ALL THE MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS AND SONS YOU KNOW.

                               MAY WE NEVER TAKE OUR MOTHERS FOR GRANTED.



Calendar of Events

Printed by Kathy O'Neal
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