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Calendar of Events:

September 2019 Battlefield Event Calendar
Date
2
3
6-8
7
7-8
12
15
18
22

Event Information
Labor Day
Chapter Team Leader
Fall Sprawl (VA-C)
Fall Sprawl (VA-C)
Patriots Tri
Liz Clark
Brook Hardisty
Martin Koeing
Chapter Gathering
Lyle & Barbara Schrumpf
Trudey Girod
Giant Acorn Tri
Charlottesvile Tri

Type
Holiday
Meeting
Camping
Ride
Tri
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Meeting
Anniversary
Birthday
Tri
Tri

Location
Ledo’s Pizza
White Stone VA

Time
1900

Jamestown

All American Buffet

1800

October 2019 Battlefield Event Calendar
Date
1
2
5
9
11
12
14
16
17
18-19
24
28

Event Information
Chapter Team Leader
Mike & Jennifer Plaughter
Jim Girod
Dan & Martha Jo Fritz
Charles Smith
Frankie Chapman
Columbus Day
Chapter Gathering
Barbara Schrumpf
Liberty Tri
Lisa Bryant
Jeff Burke

Type
Meeting
Anniversary
Birthday
Anniversary
Birthday
Birthday
Holiday
Meeting
Birthday
Tri
Birthday
Birthday

Location
Ledo’s Pizza

Time
1900

All American Buffet

1800
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November 2019 Battlefield Event Calendar
Date
1
5
3
11
19
20
26
30

Event Information
Claude & Debra Revely
Chapter Team Leader
Rob & Brooke Hardisty
Veterans Day
Charlie & Ellen Smith
Chapter Gathering
Thanksgiving
Ellen Smith

Type
Anniversary
Meeting
Anniversary
Holiday
Anniversary
Meeting
Holiday
Birthday

Location

Time

Ledo’s Pizza

1900

All American Buffet

1800

Chapter Director:
Claude Revely
Email: knightwing263507@gmail.com

Ride or Not?
A few months ago, I know several of us were questioning whether
we should continue to ride our motorcycles. Not that the thrill and
the excitement one gets when twisting the throttle and feeling the
power, the freedom…it was the uncertainty of coming home. As for
myself, I have had close calls each time I rode it seemed. I began to
question my skills or was it distracted drivers? Regardless, instead of
one or two near misses a riding season, it seemed to be one or two
every time I went out.
While I was having some medical issues and going through some
procedures, I injured my back (again) and was unable to ride. During
that time, we attended our State’s Rally and I was not on a
motorcycle. Although I loved being around fellow riders and enjoying the festivities, I was without my two wheels! It was like
ordering “ice cream” and getting only the cone! I went from riding 95% of the time to 0%. It made me realize that riding is what I do.
Even before my back healed completely, I had to ride. Church is only 1.1 miles from my house and one Sunday I rode. I paid for it the
next 3 days with pain…but I rode!
Riding for me is still fun. I enjoy being out feeling the sensation of moving through the air with minimal sensory restrictive materials
between me and the elements. It’s the same feeling I got from skydiving in my twenties.
Once my back healed and I was again riding, I so missed it. Bottom line…I do love riding and am aware that my fun comes with me
being more attentive. And when I stop enjoying it…
Ride or not…each of us must answer that for ourselves. Be honest with yourself and make your decision accordingly.
Ride Safe!
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Assistant Chapter Director:
Gordon Combs

Chapter Ride Coorinator:
Lyle Schrumpf

After months of recovering, Lyle headed back to work on August 12, 2019.
Let’s all have a safe and fun riding season this year!

District Educator:
LeRoy Gross

Hello everyone,
Did you ever wonder what all those labels on your helmet really mean? Let’s see…there is DOT, ECE, and who or what is
Snell? Let’s try to make sense of this alphabet soup.
DOT: Stands for Department of Transportation. Every “legal” helmet in the United States has to meet this standard that
is set by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA, known as “nitsa”) and is based on research by the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) done in 1972. It was updated in 1980 and 1988 but the only change was
the sizes of helmets tested and the size of the “crash dummy” head that was placed in the helmet when tested.
So…they realized that Americans have different size heads, better late than never, right?
Snell: Pete “William” Snell rolled his race car over in 1956 and he died of massive head injuries. In 1957 his family and
friends started the Snell Foundation. They do more testing on helmets than DOT and some say that a helmet with a Snell
certification is safer, others disagree. The Snell focus is primarily racing helmets so you are out of luck if you wear a
helmet with the cool slide down sun visor or a modular helmet (you know, front moves up and down so you can eat and
drink with your helmet on). Snell does test visors of helmets for impact resistance. Basically Snell tries to find the weak
point of the helmet whereas others always test certain locations of the helmet.
ECE: Stands for Economic Commission of Europe. Why do we care about a European standard? Because the American
Motorcycle Association (the organization that governs much of motorcycle competition in the United States) uses this
standard. I suppose this makes sense because Americans and Europeans cross the big pond (Atlantic Ocean) and race
together.
So what is this testing that these organizations perform?
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Basically they place a “crash dummy” head in a helmet and then drop the helmet (and head) onto an anvil of various
shapes and drop is at various speeds. There are sensors in the head that indicate that if this were a real human head
would the person survive. If they survive the helmet passes the test. That’s a little oversimplified but that is the idea.
There is also a “roll off” test. In other words, how likely is it that the helmet will come off your head with the chin strap
in place.
Some interesting facts (things that make you scratch your head and say WHAT?):










In America helmet manufacturers do their own tests to conform to the DOT standard. Who would lie,
right. DOT can spot check the manufacturers and fine them.
In Europe all helmets must be tested before they are sold to the public. In America helmets might be
tested after they are sold to the public according to the DOT standard. Snell retests a helmet about
every 2000 helmets to be sure it still passes.
DOT does not test the chin bar of a full faced helmet. Snell does this test.
Snell tests the visor of a helmet. DOT does not.
To date, all modular helmets fail the Snell test. They fail the at the hinge point of the chin bar due to
the removal of material to too make room for the hinge.
Snell requires that a helmet be made of a material of much harder composition to pass the anvil test.
Some scientist and medical people disagree saying that the helmet should absorb the impact.
ECE requires the helmet to absorb impact. These helmets are usually lighter than a Snell certified
helmet and usually fail the Snell impact test.
Sorry but there is no beanie helmet certified by any of these organizations. If it has a DOT sticker it was
placed there by someone and it was not the DOT.

So now you know. Hope this was helpful,
Be Safe and WEAR YOUR HELMET!!!!!!,

Assistant District Educator:
Gordon Combs
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VA District & National:
Virginia District Team
District Director: Lorrie Thomas 954-599-5178 lorriemthomas@aol.com & Dan Clark 757-343-1783 greasmnky3@aol.com
Asst. DD West: Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064 wayne69997@yahoo.com
Asst. DD North: Allen & Debbie Dowell 804-222-1303 mickeydowell1240@gmail.com
District Educator: Leroy Gross 301-641-1032 leroygross@outlook.com
Asst. District Educator: Bob Beltz 757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net
Asst. District Educator: Gordon Combs 540-840-0394 gorcom@msn.com
Asst. District Educator: Steve Morgan 757-647-5196 smorgan1701e@verizon.net
Asst. District Educator: Sherry Morgan 757-647-5125 smorgan1701d@verizon.net
District University Coordinator: Donna Romano 804-316-2156 dfromano@gmail.com
District Treasurer: Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com
Member Enhancement: Denise & Ervin Blake 804-693-4268 ltcope10@yahoo.com
Asst. Membership Enhancement: Candy Picagli 757-593-0155 chpicagli@live.com
Asst MEC: Ann Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com
*District Couple of the Year: Allen & Debbie Dowell 804-222-1303 mickeydowell1240@gmail.com
District Web Master: Fritz Sassine 804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com
District Event Photographer: Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com
CPR/MFA Coordinator: Ken Taylor 703-819-6766 2012pearlwhiterider@comcast.net
District Special Events Coord: Bobbie Jo Harrison 540-890-2890 threewheelcruzin@verizon.net
District Rally Vendor Coord: Linda Carlyle 804-652-9520 lindaredwing05@verizon.net
Asst. Vendor Coord: Trish Adams 757-538-9989 onebchnut@charter.net
Newsletter Editor: Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com
*Changed and waiting on the correct information
National
GWRRA President: Anita Alkire president@gwrra.org
GWRRA Directors: Emeritus Ray & Sandi Garris director@gwrra.org

NHTSA Recall ID Number :19V561 Manufacturer: Piaggio Group Americas. Inc.
Subject: Motorcycle May Unexpectedly Slow Down or Stop
Make
Model
Model Years
APRILIA
DORSODURO 2014-2016, 2018-2019
APRILIA
MANA 850
2013-2014
APRILIA
SHIVER
2018
MOTO GUZZI
AUDACE
2016-2018
MOTO GUZZI CALIFORNIA
2017-2018
MOTO GUZZI
ELDORADO
2016-2018
MOTO GUZZI MGX 21 BAGGER
2017

Virginia District, Chapter VA-E, Page 6

Submit you input to our newsletter editor via this email address: vaebattlefieldnews@gmail.com.
Home

VA Chapters:
Chapter

Area / Location

Chapter Director
* Senior CD

Phone Number
& Email

Monthly Meetings & WebSite

VA-A

Northern Virginia

Mary O'Connor
(11/09)

703-378-3873
e-Mail: maryoc4429@aim.com

2nd Wed. - 7:30 pm - Oaks Community Center, 5708 Oak
Leather Dr, Burke, VA 22015
Chapter A WebSite

VA-B1

Tappahannock

Jim & Beverly Evans

804-836-7740
e-mail: jevansez@gmail.com

No Gatherings – Meet for Rides Call ahead for time
Tappahannock, VA.

VA-C

Hampton/Newport News

Dave & Donna Huey
(01/18)

757-719-0668
e-Mail: dhuey1800@cox.net

2nd Sun. 4:pm – 5:pm Anglo's Steak House 755 J. Clyde
Morris Blvd, Newport News, VA.
Chapter C Website Chapter C Facebook

VA-D

Richmond

Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet
(01/18)

804-938-9183
e-Mail: fritz.sassine@gmail.com

4th Wed. 6:pm–7: pm - Candelas Pizzeria & Ristorante
Italiano, 14235 Midlthoian Tnke. Chapter D WebSite

VA-E

Fredericksburg

Claude Revely
(01/19)

540-207-7646
e-Mail: Knightwing263507@mail.com

3rd Wed. Eat 6:pm - Social 7:00 pm Great American Buffet.
1780 Carl D Silver Pkwy Fredericksburg, VA . Central Park
Shopping Center, exit 130 off I95
Chapter E WebSite

VA-F

Winchester

Stephanie Davis
(08/14)

540-664-6430
e-Mail: davis.stehanie80@yahoo.com

4th Sun. - 9am - Golden Corral, 120 Costello Dr.,
Winchester (phone: 540-667-6329)
Chapter F WebSite

VA-H

Abingdon

Paul & Dorothy Baker
(11/01)

276-628-6047
e-Mail: 09nellie@comcast.net

2nd Tue. - 7 pm - Abingdon Moose Lodge, US19,
Porterfield Hwy, Abingdon

VA-I

Manassas

Mack & Tracey McMillan
(03/17)

571-338-5418
e-Mail: Mack.McMillan52@gmail.com

2nd Sun. 9:am- 10:00am: Breakfast, 10am11am: Social
Great American Buffet 8365 Sudley Rd, Manassas, VA
20109
Chapter I Website

VA-K

Roanoke

Bobbie Jo Harrison
(??/??)

540-309-0566
e-Mail: threewheelcruzin@verizon.net

2nd Mon. 6:pm-7:pm - Great 611 Steak Co., 3830 Franklin
Rd., Roanoke, VA
Chapter K Website

VA-L

Chesapeake

Zach & Angie Bon
(01/16)

757-581-0908
e-Mail: zachkbon@gmail.com

4th Tue. 6:pm –7:pm Pops Diner Co., 1432 Greenbrier
Parkway, Chesapeake, VA
Chapter L Website

VA-O

Williamsburg

Ray & Tammie Pierce
(04/14)

757-268-6286
e-Mail: gwrravachapterdirector@cox.net

4th Sun. 4:pm–5:pm Hibachi Grill & Susshi Buffet, 12745
Jefferson Ave., Newport , News, VA. 23602
Chapter O Website

VA-R

Harrisonburg

Gary Hoover
hoov@shentel.net
(01/18)

540-742-1751
ACD: Judy Russell
e-Mail: tiggerly13@icloud.net

**Location Changing in September**
1st Sun 2:pm -3pm - Golden Corral exit 247A, Rt. 33 E., 2
miles off I-81, 2335 E. Market Rd., Harrisonburg, VA.
Chapter R WebSite

VA-V

Bedford

Jonathan Whitworth
(04/17)

540-425-0028
e-Mail: OtterRideVAV@gmail.com

3rd Sun. 2:pm - NO FOOD Bedford Church of God 212 E
Main St, Bedford, VA
Chapter V WebSite

VA-W

Chester

Sheila Hazan
(06/18)

804-396-9088
e-Mail: gwrravaw@gmail.com

2nd Tue. 6:pm 7 pm Rosa's Italian Restaurant 4098
Oaklawn Blvd. Hopewell, VA.
Chapter W WebSite

VA-X

Salem

Larry Stanton
(1/15)

304-922-1401
e-Mail: larry25022@gmail.com

1st Sat. 3:pm - Evangelical Methodist Church, 1920 Lucas
St, Salem, VA.
Chapter X WebSite
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Fun Stuff: Deserts of the World
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This is the solution to the puzzle

5 FALL MOTORCYCLE
RIDING TIPS (SAFELY ENJOY
AUTUMN COLORS)
Fall Motorcycle Riding Tips

(By Gary Ilminen)

September begins colorful fall motorcycle rides…along with some unique hazards.
As I write this, the first day of autumn is September 22,
but in the far northern tier of states, the colors of fall are
already beginning to show.
Even here in southern Wisconsin, some trees and shrubs
prone to early colors are already transitioning from green
to red, orange, yellow and tan.
That means the days are getting shorter, the mornings
cooler and fall riding to take in the colors is close at
hand. So, to help assure you won’t miss this special time
of year for getting out there, here’s the Ultimate
Motorcycling annual fall color ride planning reminder!
To help with getting the latest information on where the colors are reaching their peak, some state tourism agencies or
departments of natural resources set up websites with the latest information on fall color status.
There are some things to keep in mind when planning your ride during this beautiful motorcycling season.

Have Adaptable Riding Gear
The weather in fall is transitional and subject to rather abrupt changes. Cool mornings can end up being warm, even hot
afternoons, followed by chilly evenings. Having adaptable riding gear that allows for ventilation when you need it and none
when you don’t is a great idea.
Armored mesh riding jackets with zip-out full liners are great as well as textile or leather riding jackets with closable vents
are great for changing conditions. Leather or textile riding pants with similar features help maximize riding comfort as the
weather conditions change.
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A helmet that has closable vents is handy, as well. Don’t forget good, well-fitted gloves, riding boots and rain gear, too.
Protection plus comfort equals a great combination.

Beware of Poor Visibility
One thing I’ve noticed in fall riding is that with the sun at a lower angle in
the sky, shadows become longer, darker and occur earlier in the day in
much more of the riding area than during mid-summer.
That not only contributes to cooler air along the way, but can cause poor
visibility of road surfaces and hazards. This is particularly true if you wear
dark sunglasses during the ride. Wearing only lightly tinted shades or a
helmet with retractable sun shade or even photochromatic shield can help
improve vision into those dark shadows.

Watch for More Active Wildlife
That leads up to another safety consideration that tends to be more of a concern for fall riding. Wildlife, particularly large
animals tend to become more active in autumn and as a result, they tend to be encountered along roads more often as
they move around during mating, migration or foraging.
Some animals such as whitetail deer can pose particular hazards as
they may stand at the roadside, watch you approach and then decide
to charge across in front of you at the last moment. If your riding
glasses are so dark they make things in the shadows difficult to see,
a deer in otherwise plain view may be all but invisible.
When you do see them, throttle down, cover your brake and be
prepared to take evasive action or hard stopping. Check your rearview, too to make sure a hard stop won’t result in a rear-end
collision. There is no way to predict what wild animals such as deer
or bear may do—they don’t know themselves until they do it.
Wild turkeys are another hazard with a style all their own. More than once, I’ve had a turkey blast from cover at the
roadside and they always seem to fly directly in the path of your bike right at head height. Adult birds can weigh between
14 and 20 pounds in the wild, so hitting one on the fly could be like getting hit in the face with a bowling ball at 50+ miles
per hour.
In farming areas when riding along fields being harvested, be particularly vigilant. I once had a trio of deer come barreling
out of a corn field right in front of me, driven off their beds in the corn by a harvester.
They don’t even slow down at a road crossing under those circumstances, so taking it easy under those circumstances is
a good idea. I didn’t hit any of them because I had already throttled down and had just enough room to brake so I missed
the closest one by about three feet.
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Visibility is Vital in Autumn Months
I’m a big fan of hi-viz colors and reflective materials for helmets and jackets due to the prevalence of shadows making a
motorcyclist less visible to other drivers, as well.
Those other drivers who may have diminished ability to see a motorcyclist in the shadows, may also be less likely to spot
a rider because they are also out gazing at the colors instead of the road ahead.
Keep your head on a swivel to see and avoid them and keep plenty of space between you and potentially distracted other
drivers.

Beware of Traction Surprises
The shadows can have one other effect worth noting; on lightly traveled roads overnight frost or precipitation can linger on
the road surfaces into the later part of the morning when all the other more open road areas are dry.
Frost can be as slick as ice and wet pavement offers less traction as well, so being alert to road conditions in the shadows
when those conditions are present can help avoid nasty surprises.
Perhaps the best ideas of all: ride safe, slow down, enjoy the views and the splendor of autumn. And remember, the
colors don’t last long, so plan that fall color ride!

Virginia District, Chapter VA-E, Page 11

Submit you input to our newsletter editor via this email address: vaebattlefieldnews@gmail.com.
Home

Rallies:
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Wing Ding:
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Event Flyers:
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