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Chapter Director 
  

Greetings 
Chapter E 
participants.  

As we pre-
pare for the 

2015 riding season, (go 
away cold weather!) I 
would like to let you know 
of a couple of the upcoming 
events we have in the 
works. We have included a 
calendar with events from 
our chapter as well as spe-
cial events from others for 
your information and urge 
you to try to attend as many 
as possible. Two events 
listed on the calendar as 
tentative are the Motorcycle 
Awareness and overnight 
ride to Cass. The motorcy-
cle awareness will be an 
opportunity to come togeth-
er and share our love with 
the general public as we ed-
ucate. So come out with 
your motorcycles and dis-
play them! The overnight 
ride to Cass is still being 
researched. So please watch 
your emails for updates as 
we get closer to those dates.   

I want to remind you of the 
Attendance Program we 
have established. At the end 

of the calendar year, we will 
tally the number of Gather-
ings you have attended. 
Those having attended 50% 
will be entered in to a 
drawing with the winner 
receiving a cash prize of 
$50. Congratulation to our 
MEPC Gordon Combs for 
winning the 2014 Attend-
ance Program drawing.  

We would like to focus on 
Chapter visits and recruit-
ment for 2015. So come out 
and ride with us and bring 
a friend or two…
three...four!   

Ride safe, 

Claude 

At chapter "E" we em-

phasize that we indeed 

are a team of riders/co-

riders interested in Gold-

wings, motorcycle riding, 

good food and most of 

all, having fun. Some 

think that we are mostly 

interested in eating. You 

will need to join and be 

the judge! Come on out 

and join us! We would 

love to see you! We meet 

to eat at 6:30 pm on the 

third Wednesday of each 

month and the chapter 

meeting starts at 

7:30pm.  

We are located 10320 

Spotsylvania Avenue, 

Fredericksburg, VA 

22408, about 50 miles 

www.battlefield.com  

www.facebook.com/

chaptere.fredericksburg 

http://www.battlefield.com


Chapter Rider’s Education 
 strategies to live by from Larry… 

Ride responsibly... 

Knowledge for safe and fun 

Motorcycling!!! 
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Tires 

As the riding season approaches, maybe its time to think about maintenance.  
Specifically, tire maintenance.  There are several sidewall markings on your tires 
you should know about.  Some are obvious (brand, model, size, rotation direc-
tion) but some may be a mystery.  Let’s talk about those. 

The first marking I’d like to mention is small arrows pointed radially out toward 
the tread.  These indicate the position where wear bars have been molded into the 
tread.  Look at the tread where the arrow points and you should be able to see a 
small raised area in one or more of the tread grooves.  If the tread is worn down 
to this raised portion, your tire is worn out. 

Another marking is a maximum pressure indication.  This is not the recommend-
ed tire pressure – get that from your owner’s manual or a decal on the bike itself 
(actually, I’ve been using pressures a 3 or 4 PSI over Honda’s recommendation 
and feel my tires last longer – I can’t recommend this; I just pass that along as a 
point of information).  This maximum pressure is just that, a maximum.  Inflating 
a tire past its maximum pressure rating is unwise because the tire becomes harder 
and is more susceptible to being cut by sharp road hazards. 

Tires also have a speed rating.  These are indicated by a letter along with the tire 
size.  I’m working from memory (I’m too lazy to go look) but I think my tires 
have an “H” indication.  This indicates a designed maximum speed of 130 MPH.  
This is an interesting rating and worthy of further comment.  This rating has noth-
ing to do with when a tire might fly apart due to centrifugal forces.  Rather, it is 
related to heat buildup.  Let me explain.  It may be surprising to learn that your 
tires normally get quite hot.  I’ve checked my tire temperature (air temperature 
inside the tire) on summer days and found it to be over 140 degrees Fahrenheit 
for the rear tire and somewhat less for the front (after sustained highway speeds, 
no twisties or hard braking or accelerating).  This heat comes from the continual 
flexing of the tire as it rolls and supports you and the bike on the contact patch.  
The rubber materials used in the tire are formulated to withstand these tempera-
tures but if they got hotter, all bets are off and a sudden failure is possible.  As 
you go faster, each part of the circumference of the tire flexes more times per mi-
nute and this builds up more heat.  You probably don’t plan to ever approach the 
speed rating of a quality tire but now that you understand the speed rating is more 
about temperature buildup than centrifugal forces, it is easier to understand why 
maintaining proper air pressure is so important.  If a tire is underinflated, it will 
flatten more at the contact patch as it rotates.  These larger flexes will generate 
more heat than smaller flexes so even at speeds well below the tire’s speed rating, 
there is a risk of generating more heat than the tire was designed for.  Check your 
tire pressures regularly; the risk of a catastrophic failure of an underinflated tire is 
real. 
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Tires (continue…) 

The last sidewall marking I consider very important is the manufacture date.  This is a 4 digit number 
molded into the sidewall near the bead where the tire touches the rim.  Because it changes every week 
at the manufacturer’s plant, it looks different that the other markings and should be easy to identify.  
The first two digits of this number are the week of manufacture (01-52) and the last 2 are the year.  
Rubber gets harder with time and loses it ability to grip.  I’m no expert on how much grip potential a 
tire loses each year but if I had a tire that was 5 or more years old, I’d be thinking about a replacement 
even if the tread was good.  Another good way to use this marking is to make sure any new tire you 
are about to buy has not been sitting in a warehouse or on a store shelf too long. 

This doesn’t have anything to do with tire markings, but don’t ride aggressively for the first hundred 
miles or so on a new tire.  Some riders have reported that “mold release” stuff on new tires needs to 
be scuffed off before the tires will provide maximum grip. 

 

Larry 

Hello. My wife and I are motorcycle enthusiasts and we recently bought a 
campground with cabins and motel rooms 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway and we are go-
ing to cater to motorcyclists. Feel free to 
contact us by cell or e mail with any ques-
tions.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
David and Denise Green 
www.fancygapcabinsandcampground.com 

************************************************************************************************ 

http://www.fancygapcabinsandcampground.com/


Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
 Gordon Combs 
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     2015 is upon us and Julie and I 
are looking forward to spending 
time with our GWRRA family. We 
started on February 15th when we 
attended a potluck hosted by Tony 
and Sharon Poulakowski and their 
grown kids Cheryl and Mark. First, 
let me tell you that the Poulakow-
ski's have a "home", it is so warm 
and comforting to visit with them. In 
attendance besides our hosts were 
Julie & myself, Butch & Nancy, Ed-
die & Rosa, Charlie & Ellen, Claude 
& Debbie, and Jeff. After some great 
conversation and laughs, we dug in-
to chicken, chili, meatballs, shrimp, 
potato salad, macaroni salad, corn-
bread, fix ins and assorted des-
serts. After we got our bellies full 
(we needed the energy to make heat 
for our bodies), a number of  us ven-
tured into the 19 degree weather to 
make some noise with the assorted 
firearms we brought to the party. 
Another great reason to be a mem-
ber...I know little about firearms and 
I had purchased a new shotgun 2 

years ago that had never been fired. 
The knowledgeable guys all took the 
time to explain its functioning to me 
and how to load it using the safety 
and such, then Charlie took up my 
offer and broke it in for me. I was 
thankful for the information....I'm so 
glad to call all these guys my 
friends. That is what our motto is all 
about...Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge, and today that is exact-
ly what we had, only with firearms 
instead of  Gold Wings. 
 
 

Gordon Combs  
Membership Enhancement Coordi-
nator  
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Pot luck at the Poulakowski’s 
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A 6 hour Medic First Aid CPA/FA class will be 
held on March 14, 2015 at Gordon's Allstate 
office.  It will also cover AEDs.  The cost is 
$30.  From a previous email I have heard inter-
est from Gordon, Julie, Shel, Claude, Charlie, 
and Ellen.  I'd like to get commitments from 12 
students (the maximum class size) this week or 
next; if you want to be included, please email 
me at the address below.  Spots not taken by VA
-E will be offered to VA-A, U, etc. but not until 
February 1 and VA-E has had a chance to fill 
the class.  First come, first served. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Larry 
Stable email address: larry.gray@alumni.purdue.edu  

mailto:larry.gray@alumni.purdue.edu
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Battlefieldwings.com 

GWRRA Chapter VA-E 

Fredericksburg, Va 

Please submit all articles and pictures  to the following address; seadoggw@att.net.  Thanks and safe riding!!! 

Visit these National and Local sites for more 

Information 

www.region-n.org 

www.gwrrava.org  

www.gwrra.org  

Chapter Director ~ Claude Revely 

Assistant Chapter Director  ~ Eddie Seale 

Chapter Treasurer ~ Tony Poulakowski 

Rider Educator ~ Larry Gray 

Assistant Rider Educator ~ TBA 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator ~  Mark Poulakowski 

Chapter Couple ~ Gordon and Julie Combs 

Honorary Chapter Couple ~ Dannie and Carole Hays 

Triathlon Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Triathlon On-Site Coordinator ~ Butch Groves 

Ways and Means Coordinator ~ Julie Combs 

Goodies Coordinator ~ Richard Wilson 

Hosts and Welcome Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves 

Recognition/Special Awards ~ Dave Rowson 

Correspondence Coordinator ~ Rosa Seale 

Phone Tree Coordinator ~ Ellen Smith 

Chapter Photographer ~ Sharon Poulakowski 

50/50 Coordinator ~ Cheryl Poulakowski 

Ride Coordinators ~ Jeff Burke, Gordon Combs, 

                Charlie Smith, Eddie Seale, Dan Fritz 

Technical Coordinators ~ Greg Kestner, Larry Gray 

Newsletter Editor ~ TBA 

Webdude  ~Rob Hardisty 

Chapter Pride Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves  

http://www.region-n.org/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/

