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Chapter Director 
  

Greetings 

Chapter E 

Participants.  
Why join GWRRA?  

I was a “lone wolf” 

rider and aging. My friends stopped 

riding or couldn’t any-longer. I loved 

to ride and wanted to share that love 

with like-minded people. I didn’t fit 

the image of the “biker”. Plus there’s 

safety in numbers where age and 

health issues may be a factor.  

When I purchased my Wing, I was 

told about two organizations, GWR-

RA and AMA. Both opened my eyes 

to what I was looking for…a group of 

people that ride safely and ride a lot!!! 

But mainly, I was so glad that the op-

portunity to constantly train and im-

prove your riding skills are available. 

Speaking of improving…We just had 

a classroom session for “Group Rid-

ing”…an outstanding course and 

presentation given by Gordon Combs. 

After the classroom portion, we have 

10 bikes ride to Colonial Beach for 

dinner and put our classroom infor-

mation into practice! Other than 

avoiding a crazed raccoon, the ride 

was superb. I urge you to try to attend 

these sessions…as we do fall into 

comfortable routines and forget some 

fundamentals.  So mark your calendar 

for July 19th for the next classroom 

session. The subject will be “Crash 

Scene Response”. The classroom ses-

sion will start (promptly  ) at 3 

pm to about 4:15 pm. Then we will 

ride to Lowry’s in Tappahannock, Va. 

for dinner. We are also planning an-

other Parking Lot Practice. Notice for 

that is forthcoming.  

If you have a ride you’d like to do or 
have plans to go for a day ride, over-
night trip or cross country and would 

like to share the experience with your 
fellow riders, send the info to your 
Newsletter Editor to be included in the 

newsletter or myself to be added in an 
email, our webpage or Facebook page.   

Ride Safe… 

Claude 

Ultimate Group Riding!!! 
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Membership Enhancement Coordinator/Chapter  Couple * 

Gordon & Julie* Combs 

What were you doing Sunday May 31st? I know what you were not doing, you 

were not having fun with 15 of your GWRRA family that day. We started the day 

at 3 PM with a team riding seminar attended by 11 members. Then, 3 of our 

wives met us in the parking lot to ride with us to Colonial Beach for dinner and to 

practice what we learned. In Colonial Beach, another spouse caught up with us 

for 15 total as we enjoyed a wonderful meal at Dockside Restaurant. After the 

meal, we headed back to Fredericksburg and a number of us went to Carl's for 

ice cream. It was a great time with great friends and this is one of the reasons I 

joined this group. 
  

Now if that sounded like fun and you wished you had gone, take heart....we are 

doing it again. On Sunday, July 19th, we will meet at 3 PM for a Crash Scene Re-

sponse Seminar for 1 hour, then we will head off to dinner (no, we WILL NOT prac-

tice what we learned this time). More information to follow. 
  
On May 24th, 28 members came to my house for hotdogs and a potluck. We had 11 bikes in 

the driveway and Lyle had a CB installed while there (thanks to all who assisted him). We really 

had a great time eating, laughing and talking and I look forward to doing it again. Did I say do-

ing it again........ Stay tuned, it is coming soon. 
  
The Triathlons have gone well so far this year. Thank you to everyone who has participated to 

help raise funds for our chapter, your the best. 
  
Wing Ding will be here before you know it. At last count, we had 15 members going. If you want 

to ride with our group, get with Claude or myself soon so we can get you our itinerary. 
  

If you have any ideas for rides, please get with me so we can get it scheduled. 
  

Ride Safe and Ride Soon, 
 

Gordon Combs  

GWRRA University Trainer 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator - Battlefield Wings 

www.battlefieldwings.com   gorcom@msn.com   540-840-0394  

   

See Pictures on the following pages…. 

http://www.battlefieldwings.com/
mailto:gorcom@msn.com
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Member’s Photo Journal... 

Classroom, to riding, to eating and ride 

again!!!! 
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Member’s Photo Journal... 

Participating in the Ride for Jill’s House  

And the Ride for Kids Event 
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Chapter Rider’s Education 
 strategies to live by from Larry… 

Knowledge for safe and 

fun Motorcycling!!! 

Ride responsibly... 

Wet Riding 

No matter how conservatively we plan to 
ride, we are all susceptible to getting 
caught in the rain.  This month, let’s re-
view how to deal with it.  (By the way, 
this applies equally to trikes and bikes.) 

We have all, I suppose, heard that roads 
are slickest the first 15 minutes or so of a 
rain storm.  That may very well be the 
most important thing a rider can know 
about rain.  If you can avoid riding during 
this period, you’d be well advised to do 
so.  If you are already riding when the rain 
hits, ride as if you had less than half the 
traction you have on dry roads, increase 
your separation from the traffic ahead, 
lighten up on your braking, and slow more 
for the corners for those 15 minutes.  If the 
rain is light, it may take much more than 
15 minutes to get past this slickest stage. 

You may think that if it is just starting to 
rain you can wait until the all the pave-
ment is wet before traction will be re-
duced.  Wrong!  In fact, the pavement is 
probably the slickest when the rain has 
just started and you can still see where in-
dividual drops have dropped.  This seems 
counterintuitive but I have confirmed this 
statement on at least two occasions.  Just 
last week I was making a left hand turn 
from a stoplight and felt the rear tire start 
to slide while the pavement was only “half 
wet.”  I was riding cautiously and still felt 
this. 

Once the dust and other contaminants 
have been washed off the pavement, you 
can expect to have about 70% of the trac-
tion you’d have on dry roads (according to 
everything I’ve read in my research on 
this subject).  This assumes your tires are 
in good shape – they have good tread, are 

properly inflated, and aren’t too old 
(rubber gets hard with age and a tire 4 or 
more years old may provide less wet trac-
tion).  Although you only have 70% of the 
dry traction, you do have 70% so don’t 
tense up more than is warranted.  A tense 
rider is not a smooth rider.  And a tense 
rider probably doesn’t notice things he/she 
would normally notice and adjust for dur-
ing a ride 

Another thing to 
watch for is hydro-
planing.  If the rain 
is very heavy or 
there is standing 
water, there is a 
danger of hydro-
planing at highway 
speeds.  A hydro-

planing tire has 0% traction.  A dual track 
vehicle (e.g. car, trike) might get away 
with hydroplaning for a short period of 
time but a bike won’t last very long at all.  
The hydroplaning danger increases with 
speed, worn tires, lower tire pressure 
(because the tire flattens more and the 
contact patch enlarges), and the depth of 
water on the surface.  You are clearly in 
control of your speed, tire condition, and 
tire pressure.  And if you think about it, 
you also have some control over the depth 
of water you ride in.   

Continued on next page 
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Continue on next page 

Roads are designed to drain by sloping them slightly.  
A two-lane road on flat ground will be crowned with 
its center higher than either side so the water can 

drain to the sides.  Divided multilane highways are 
likely to have a slight camber to coax the water to one 
side or the other.  In a hard rain, a lane or track fur-
ther down the resulting “hill” will have deeper water 
in it than a lane or track further up – lanes and tracks 
further down have not only the water hitting them 
directly but also all the water that fell a few moments 
earlier on the lanes or tracks higher up that has 
flowed down.  So, all oth-
er things being equal, 
choose to ride in the high-
er lane or track.  On an 
Interstate, for instance, 
you might choose the left 
lane if the road is cam-
bered down to the right.  
But, as you come to a left 
hand sweeper that is 
slightly banked, you’d 
need to be in the right 
lane to minimize the hy-
droplane risk.  In some 
traffic situations, making 
lane adjustments for each 
curve or straightaway 
might be easy and natural.  But, it is more likely that 
Interstate traffic will dictate that you stick to your 
lane.  In that case, at least realize the hydroplaning 
risk is changing and adjust your speed accordingly if 
you are caught in a heavy rain.  And, if the vehicle 
ahead suddenly makes a big splash, know that you are 

about to hit some standing water and do what you can 
to slow down before hitting it yourself. 

Finally, dress for the rain as soon as you encounter it.  
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been group rid-
ing and it starts to drizzle but somehow we all keep 
riding and hoping it will stop or hoping we will see a 
gas station with an awning that we can stop under.  
When the rain doesn’t stop and we do not find an ide-
al stopping place, we end up wet, cold, and miserable 
– even after putting on our rain gear.  Dumb.  You 
would think we would learn to suit up as soon as the 
first drop falls but I haven’t seen this happen as often 
as it should.   

 

Larry 
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I am selling my Honda VTX 1800 S1, 2004. It has 29K miles, upgraded new 
Viking saddle bags, new batwing fairing, new rear tire, all new fluids, new 
brake pads in rear. Has floor boards, rocker heal toe shifter, and 9��� 
windshield. This bike is in very good and clean condition. Very will main-
tained and up to date. inspection good until 12/2015. Nice power for some-
one who wants to up grade from an 1100-1300cc. Price is $5400 or best of-
fer. Call Erik at 757-334-7408 cell/text. 
Thanks, 
Erik Jorgensen  



 

Page 8 



 

Page 9 



 

Page 10 



 

Page 11 



 

Page 12 

Fall Sprawl 
September 12, 2015 

Simmons’ Farm 
 

Saturday 

Registration – 9am-12pm 

Lunch at 1pm 

Awards after lunch 

 

 Games – Games with 

Saturday STEAK lunch! 
Steak – Baked Potato – Salad – Drink – Desert 

Bring your own plate, knife & fork 

From Newport News, VA 
 Take Rt 17 North through 

Gloucester/Saluda 

GREAT Game Prizes 

 Awards 

 $50.00 Pre-Registration 

Drawing 

 50/25/15/10 

Come on out early and spend 

Friday evening with your 

friends. We will be having a 

Hot Dog Weenie Roast !! 

 Turn right on Rt 33 East, go approx. 
7 miles 

 Turn left on Rt 3 West to White 

Stone 

 Continue on Rt 3 West for 3 miles 

 Turn right onto Simmons Lane 

(1 mile south of Kilmarnock) 

 

From Richmond, VA: 
 I64 East to Rt 33 

(West Point Exit 220) 

 Follow Rt. 33 to Saluda. Rt33 turns 

right in Saluda. 

 Go approx. 7 miles from Saluda on 

Rt 33 and turn left on Rt 3 West to 

White Stone 

 Continue on Rt 3 West for 3 miles 

 Turn right onto Simmons Lane 

(1 mile south of Kilmarnock) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

First 100 Steaks Guaranteed 

Deadline – September 1, 2015 

Reservations  &  payment  for  steaks  required  in    advance 

 

Cost:  $15 per person 

 

Name:       

Address:        

City: State Zip      

Total # Attending    Total $ _   
Organization: Chapter:     

 
I/we agree to confirm & comply with the ideas governing this event, and I/we 

What day will you be arriving? FRI SAT 

 

 

Please make check payable to GWRRA VAC 
GWRRA VAC and mail to: PO Box 1266 

Yorktown, VA 23692 

further agree to hold harmless GWRRA VAC or any property owner for any loss o 

injury to self or property in which I/we may become involved by reason or 

participation in this event.  Everyone attending must sign 

 
 

Signature 

Signature 

Spend Saturday night on the 
farm!  There will be lots of 

fun and excitement after the 

event!! 

Register EARLY!! 
First 100 steaks guaranteed 

Deadline – September 1st 

Cost - $15 per person 
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At chapter "E" we emphasize that we in-

deed are a team of riders/co-riders interest-

ed in Goldwings, motorcycle riding, good 

food and most of all, having fun. Some think 

that we are mostly interested in eating. You 

will need to join and be the judge! Come on 

out and join us! We would love to see you! 

We meet to eat at 6:30 pm on the third 

Wednesday of each month and the chapter 

meeting starts at 7:30pm. We are located 

10320 Spotsylvania Avenue, Fredericksburg, 

VA 22408, about 50 miles south of Washing-

ton D.C. and about 50 miles north of Rich-

mond, VA. 
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Battlefieldwings.com 

GWRRA Chapter VA-E 

Fredericksburg, VA 

Please submit all articles and pictures  to the following address; seadoggw@att.net.  Thanks and safe riding!!! 

Visit these National and Local sites for more 

Information 

www.region-n.org 

www.gwrrava.org  

www.gwrra.org  

Chapter Director ~ Claude Revely 

Assistant Chapter Director  ~ Eddie Seale 

Chapter Treasurer ~ Tony Poulakowski 

Rider Educator ~ Larry Gray 

Assistant Rider Educator ~ TBA 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator ~  Mark Poulakowski 

Chapter Couple ~ Gordon & Julie Combs 

Honorary Chapter Couple ~ Dannie and Carole Hays 

Triathlon Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Triathlon On-Site Coordinator ~ Butch Groves 

Ways and Means Coordinator ~ Julie Combs 

Goodies Coordinator ~ Richard Wilson Jr. in memoriam 

Hosts and Welcome Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves 

Recognition/Special Awards ~ Dave Rowson 

Correspondence Coordinator ~ Rosa Seale 

Phone Tree Coordinator ~ Ellen Smith 

Chapter Photographer ~ Sharon Poulakowski 

50/50 Coordinator ~ Cheryl Poulakowski 

Ride Coordinators ~ Jeff Burke, Gordon Combs, 

                Charlie Smith, Eddie Seale, Dan Fritz 

Technical Coordinators ~ Greg Kestner, Larry Gray 

Newsletter Editor ~ TBA 

Webdude  ~Rob Hardisty 

Chapter Pride Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves  

http://www.region-n.org/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/

