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Chapter Director 
  

Greetings 

Chapter E 

Participants.  

May is the hot 

month for the start 

of motorcycle riding season in our 

area. April is a good month but the 

weather is still unpredictable… 

May seems to be the transitional 

month where those “April Show-

ers” brought May Flowers into 

bloom and with them…more “two-

wheeled adventurers”!  It is appro-

priate that May is Motorcycle Safe-

ty Awareness Month, helping the 

public in 4-wheels be aware of us 

on 2 and 3 wheels.   

There is a great deal of infor-

mation for the public on sharing 

the road with motorcycles, but I 

would like to focus on the other 

side of the equation…the riders. 

Those that do not ride year round 

are getting on their motorcycles 

after a 3, 4, or 5 months break. The 

rust has set in…skills has faltered 

and reaction time have slowed. 

Granted, I have heard that you’d 

never forget…but I also know that 

jumping on a motorcycle after 

some time out of the saddle can feel 

foreign for a while. It will take time 

to return to the top of your skill set.  

As a GWRRA Chapter, we offer 

“Parking Lot Play” for those want-

ing to get the “feel” of safe riding 

and to those wanting to enhance 

those skills.  The play is nothing 

new…the same road practice 

learned or preformed during you 

operator’s test...without the pres-

sure to pass!!!  As always, you 

come and ride your ride. The other 

thing I want to touch on is pa-

tience. Like you, the 4-wheelers 

have not been around many motor-

cycles in a few months and not 

aware of them as when there’s a 

large number of them. So be cau-

tious and know that you will be cut 

off, pulled out in front of and simp-

ly not seen.  Reasons to brush up 

on your skills to dodge and break 

as necessary.   

Be aware, ride safe and try to for-

give those 4-wheelers when possi-

ble.  

 

Ride safe, 

Claude 
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Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
 Gordon Combs 

Greetings E Team, 

June is fast approaching and you know 

what that means…..YES….. A POT-

LUCK at my house. All Chapter E par-

ticipants are invited to our home this 

Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 

24th at 5 PM for a potluck and social. 

Julie and I will provide beverages, uten-

sils etc., everyone else is asked to bring 

either a main dish, side dish or dessert 

to share. The weatherman is calling for 

great weather Sunday so let’s get as 

many bikes as we can in my driveway. 

On that note, I am requesting that if you 

do drive a car, please park on the street 

as the driveway is reserved for motor-

cycles only. My garage will be availa-

ble starting at 4 for anyone that needs to 

clean their bike (bring your cleaning 

supplies) or work on it. We will have 

some yard games and board games 

available if anyone wants to get com-

petitive. In addition, the ping pong table 

is calling to be used. 

Please come on out and we can discuss 

where we want to ride this summer 

while enjoying great food and fantastic 

friends. 

On a sad note, the E Team lost a long 

time member and team leader as Rich-

ard Wilson passed away. Richard has 

been our Goodies Coordinator ever 

since I have been a member and he will 

be missed. Please continue to keep 

Mary in your prayers.  

See you Sunday. 

Our address is 10304 N Hampton Lane 

in Lee’s Hill North. More email re-

minders to follow. 

Let’s Ride, Gordon Combs – Member-

ship Enhancement Coordinator 
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Chapter Rider’s Education 
 strategies to live by from Larry… 

Knowledge for safe 

and fun Motorcy-

cling!!! 

Ride responsibly... 

Team Riding 

 

VA-E has been fortunate to have sever-
al people decide to join our ranks over 
the last several months and at least one 
of them has asked me personally when 
the GWRRA Team Riding seminar 
would be given again.  Others have 
asked other VA-E members the same 
question and I think it was a mistake 
for us (me, I guess) to not offer this 
seminar more often.  The last time we 
offered it was about 18 months ago and 
I’ve concluded we would all benefit 
from having this seminar every year.  
Of course, it is available at District and 
Region rallies but we will present it on 
Sunday May 31 at 3 PM and follow up 
with a dinner ride.  Details to follow in 
an email. 

 

In the meantime, I thought I’d go over 
the basics of Team Riding this month.  
This article will just be the high points.  
At our last seminar we had so many 
inputs from the audience that the dis-
cussion after the seminar lasted at least 
as long as the seminar itself.  Come to 
our next seminar to get the full deal. 

 

Team riding is not the same as group 
riding.  Rolling Thunder is certainly a 
group ride but nobody would call the 
riding participants a team.  I don’t 
mean to imply group riding is bad, for 
Rolling Thunder there is probably no 
team alternative.  But, safety, enjoy-

ment, and pride are all enhanced if the 
group rides as a team.  The safety as-
pect of team riding is what I value 
most in this list of benefits.  It comes 
about mostly because all of the riders 
(and co-riders – they are riders too) 
know what to expect of all of the other 
riders in the team.  Everybody is oper-
ating under the same set of assump-
tions and “rules.”  It is those “rules” 
that I’ll try to summarize in this article.  
They are GWRRA’s recommendations 
and therefore not chapter specific.  If 
you move to another chapter or ride 
with other GWRRA riders at the annu-
al convention or elsewhere, you will 
find they, too, ride using the same ap-
proach. 

 

A team is composed of a lead (or cap-
tain), a drag (or tailgunner), and team 
members.  The optimal team size 
(including lead and drag) is 5 to 7 
bikes.  Larger groups should be broken 
into smaller teams.  Each participant 
has certain responsibilities just as 
sports team members do.  Each team 
member assumes others around him 
will behave in a particular way and that 
uniformity of behavior is what enhanc-
es safety.  Now, and overview of these 
responsibilities. 

 

Continued on next page 
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The lead leads the group (this is difficult stuff, 
eh?).  He sets the tone for the ride by being 
organized, holding a pre-ride meeting, and 
starting on time.  He sets the speed of the ride 
with inputs from the drag.  He maintains com-
munications during the ride by using his CB 
and hand signals if some team members do 
not have CBs (the Gold Book has illustrations 
of the GWRRA team riding hand signals).  He 
adheres to the ride schedule and listens to 
team members so he can make any needed ad-
justments to the riding style.  The lead might 
also be the organizer or planner for the ride 
but he need not be (however, someone must 
plan the ride by choosing the route, rest stops, 
meal stops, etc.; this article will not attempt to 
cover that important aspect – that is all cov-
ered in the GWRRA Road Captain’s course). 

 

The drag is the last bike in the group.  He is in 
the best position to notice any unusual riding 
action by any team member and suggest ap-
propriate riding adjustments (including stop-
ping for a rest or discussion) to the lead.  On a 
multilane highways, he “secures” lanes at the 
lead’s request by moving to the requested lane 
first and advising the lead when it is safe for 
the rest of the group to move in unison to that 
lane.  In the unfortunate case where a bike 
breaks down or a team member must other-
wise drop out of the group unexpectedly, the 
drag stops with that bike (if safe to do so) to 
offer assistance.  Other team members contin-
ue on until reaching a safe place to stop and 
sort out what to do next.  Both the lead and 
the drag should be Road Captains course 
graduates and have demonstrated abilities to 
make quick, safe decisions while riding. 

 

That leaves the team members.  Their most 
fundamental responsibility is to ride their own 

ride – to never get “in over their head” in a 
group ride.  If the group is riding faster than a 
team member is comfortable with, he must 
communicate that fact to the group.  And, the 
group should genuinely appreciate hearing 
this over the CB rather than being witness to a 
mishap.  Team members are also responsible 
for arriving at the meeting location prepared 
(full fuel tank, empty bladder) and for follow-
ing the “rules” regarding lane position, spac-
ing, appropriate communications, and cooper-
ation.  Each of these responsibilities deserves 
a little more discussion… 

 

On twisty 2-lane roads, a single file formation 
is the only formation that makes sense.  Each 
bike should have complete “ownership” of the 
entire lane.  On straight roads and interstates, 
teams often ride in a staggered formation with 
the lead bike in the left track and all subse-
quent bikes in alternate right or left tracks.  In 
this formation, each bike owns only half the 
lane and if he strays into the other half, he is 
jeopardizing the safety of the team.  When 
riding in a staggered formation, make sure an-
other bike could safely fit along side you in 
the adjacent track.  Never do this, of course, 
but make sure you are riding far enough left 
or right that you aren’t “stealing” some of the 
other track.  (What if the bike ahead of you 
was not adhering to this rule and his bike sud-
denly ran out of gas or his cruise control 
dropped out?  You’d want all the space you 
could get to wiz past him, wouldn’t you?) 

 

 

 

Continue on next page 
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GWRRA and MSF both advise that a 2 second fol-
lowing distance is the minimum safe following dis-
tance.  This should be increased at night, in the rain, 
and at other times when the riding situation is not 
ideal.  This rule also applies in team riding but with a 
slight twist when riding in a staggered formation.  In 
staggered formation, you should have a 2 second fol-
lowing distance to the bike ahead and in the same 
track as your bike.  A 1 second following distance to 
the bike ahead of you and in the other (left or right) 
track will then result.  The goal of the staggered for-
mation to keep the group compact.  This discourages 
cars from entering the middle of the formation.  It 
also looks sharp to other highway users and com-
mands respect from them.  (It does not look sharp if 
the group is “rubber banding” – stretching and 
shrinking because one or more members is not keep-
ing a steady 2 second following distance.) 

Team members should communicate freely.  Com-
munication is a 2-way street.  Team members should 
voice any concerns they have.  I’ve already men-
tioned raising concerns about speed if the group is 
travelling faster than you are comfortable with.  
Team members should also let the lead know if they 
are rather more comfortable riding in the left (right) 
track before the ride begins so the lead can suggest a 
rider order that will put each team member in the de-
sired track whenever a staggered formation is called 
for.  Team members are also encouraged to make ap-
propriate use of their CBs to make the ride more en-
joyable to other team members.  Ragging on how 
much (you pick the name) ate at the last meal stop is 
perfectly appropriate.  But, be mindful that the CB is 
the primary link between lead and drag and they need 
an open channel when the team is in town, heavy 
traffic, or other situations where keeping the team 
coordinated is challenging.  In addition to talking, 
team members have a responsibility to listen and fol-
low instructions.  If the lead bike decides the team 
should switch from a single file to a staggered for-
mation (or vice versa), team members need to re-
spond to his direction.  Lane changing is another area 
where team members must listen and respond appro-
priately if the team is to operate as a team.  Let me 
digress to address this important subject. 

Lane changes can be accomplished in a number of 
ways on a multilane highway.  One way is for the 
lead bike to change lanes and the following bikes to 
follow suit when safe to do so.  This isn’t very team-

like but may be the only sensible approach if a cou-
ple of vehicles are pacing each other in adjacent 
lanes and there isn’t enough space between them for 
the whole group to change lanes together.  Another 
off-nominal technique is for the drag bike to change 
lanes first followed by the other bikes from back to 
front.  This might be necessary if traffic is heavy and 
the drag bike would be viewed as obstructing traffic 
if he held traffic back in his lane waiting for the en-
tire group to have room to move to the new lane.  
The most common way to change lanes on a mul-
tilane highway is for the group in staggered for-
mation to change lanes as a coordinate group.  The 
drag secures the lane at the lead’s request and in-
forms the lead when it is safe for the rest of the group 
to change lanes.  The lead then gives a 3-step com-
mand: “signal left,… look left, … move left.”  If the 
lead uses a uniform cadence throughout the day when 
giving these commands, the team soon moves in 
complete unison during lane changes and this not on-
ly looks sharp but it also enhances safety – every-
body knows what to expect from everybody else and 
a 2 second following distance is maintained through-
out the change. 

Cooperation is a key element in team riding.  I’ve 
mentioned many areas where we can and should co-
operate by adhering to the same set of rules.  The fact 
remains that we all have a little bit different concept 
of the perfect ride and when you are in a team you 
can’t expect to always get your way.  The group will 
stop too often or not often enough.  They won’t go to 
the restaurant you would have preferred.  They will 
monopolize the conversation with things you care 
nothing about.  They will ride too fast (far) or not fast 
(far) enough.  If the differences aren’t too great, 
lighten up a bit and enjoy yourself.  If the differences 
are oppressive, find a different group of riders to ride 
with.  There is no shame in having a different riding 
style or interests than the group you first fall into and 
GWRRA and VA-E have enough diversity that there 
is a team riding group waiting for your participation.  
Or, maybe it is an unorganized group waiting for you 
to organize its first team ride. 

Larry 
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2007 Goldwing  

37,000 miles.  

Excellent condition 

 garage kept, one owner.  

All options(minus air bags).  

Silver in color,   

new tires. 

 $13,800.00. Call Mike - 703-963-6295 
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                                In MEMORIUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Langhorne Wilson Jr., 62, of Fredericksburg passed away Tues-
day, May 12, 2015, at Spotsylvania Regional Medical Center. Arrange-
ments are incomplete at Ames Funeral Home, Manassas. (Excerpt from the Free-

Lance Star) 

 

 Richard was a long time member of Chapter E and 

     Served on our Team Leadership Staff.   

He will be missed.  
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At chapter "E" we emphasize that we in-

deed are a team of riders/co-riders interest-

ed in Goldwings, motorcycle riding, good 

food and most of all, having fun. Some think 

that we are mostly interested in eating. You 

will need to join and be the judge! Come on 

out and join us! We would love to see you! 

We meet to eat at 6:30 pm on the third 

Wednesday of each month and the chapter 

meeting starts at 7:30pm. We are located 

10320 Spotsylvania Avenue, Fredericksburg, 

VA 22408, about 50 miles south of Washing-

ton D.C. and about 50 miles north of Rich-

mond, VA. 
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Battlefieldwings.com 

GWRRA Chapter VA-E 

Fredericksburg, VA 

Please submit all articles and pictures  to the following address; seadoggw@att.net.  Thanks and safe riding!!! 

Visit these National and Local sites for more 

Information 

www.region-n.org 

www.gwrrava.org  

www.gwrra.org  

Chapter Director ~ Claude Revely 

Assistant Chapter Director  ~ Eddie Seale 

Chapter Treasurer ~ Tony Poulakowski 

Rider Educator ~ Larry Gray 

Assistant Rider Educator ~ TBA 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator ~  Mark Poulakowski 

Chapter Couple ~ Gordon & Julie Combs 

Honorary Chapter Couple ~ Dannie and Carole Hays 

Triathlon Coordinator ~ Gordon Combs 

Triathlon On-Site Coordinator ~ Butch Groves 

Ways and Means Coordinator ~ Julie Combs 

Goodies Coordinator ~ Richard Wilson Jr. in memoriam 

Hosts and Welcome Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves 

Recognition/Special Awards ~ Dave Rowson 

Correspondence Coordinator ~ Rosa Seale 

Phone Tree Coordinator ~ Ellen Smith 

Chapter Photographer ~ Sharon Poulakowski 

50/50 Coordinator ~ Cheryl Poulakowski 

Ride Coordinators ~ Jeff Burke, Gordon Combs, 

                Charlie Smith, Eddie Seale, Dan Fritz 

Technical Coordinators ~ Greg Kestner, Larry Gray 

Newsletter Editor ~ TBA 

Webdude  ~Rob Hardisty 

Chapter Pride Coordinator ~ Nancy Groves  

http://www.region-n.org/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/

